Shorter Notices. 


757 


SHORTER NOTICES. 


I. Anatomy, Descriptive and Surgical. By Henry Gray, P. 

R. S. With five hundred and twenty-two engravings on 
wood. The drawings by H. V. Carter, M. D., and Dr. 
Westmacott. The Dissections jointly by the Author and Dr. 
Carter. With an Introduction on General Anatomy and 
Development. By T. Holmes, M. A., Cantab. A New 
American from the Eighth and Enlarged English Edition. 
To which is added Landmarks, Medical and Surgical. By 
Luther Holden, F. R. C. S. Philadelphia, Henry C. Lea, 
1878. Chicago, Jansen, MeClurg & Co. 

II. Stricture of the Male Urethra. Its Radical Cure. 

By Fessenden N. Otis, M. D. New York, G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons, 1878. Chicago, Jansen, MeClurg ifc Co. 

III. A Clinical History' of the Medical and Surgical Dis¬ 
eases of Women. By Robert Barnes, M. D. London. 
Second American from the Second and Revised London 
Edition. With One Hundred and Eighty-one Illustrations. 
Philadelphia, Henry C. Lea, 1878. Chicago, Jansen, 
MeClurg & Co. 

IV. The Atlantic Islands as Resorts of Health and Pleas¬ 
ure. By S. G. W. Benjamin. Illustrated. New York, 
Harper & Brothers, 1878. Chicago, Jansen, MeClurg & Co. 

V. Annual Reports of the Supervising Surgeon-General 

of the Marine Hospital Service of the United States, 
for the Fiscal Years 1876 and 1877. (John M. Wood- 

worth, M. D.) Washington, 1878. 218 pages. 

VI. Atlas of Skin Diseases. By Louis A. Duhring, M. D. 
Parts III. and IV. Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott & Co. 
1878. 

VII. Fowne’s Manual of Chemistry', Theoretical and Prac¬ 

tical. Revised and corrected by Henry Watts, B. A., E. 
R. S. A New American from the Twelfth English Edition. 
Edited by Robert Bridges, M. D. With One Hundred and 
Seventy-seven Illustrations. Philadelphia, Henry C. Lea, 
1878. 1027 pages. Chicago, Jansen, MeClurg it Co. 

I. Gray’s Anatomy has so long been the standard text-book in 
this country that it hardly needs any introduction to send off a 
new edition. This new American from the eighth English 
edition contains many changes from its predecessor. Besides 
the additions made by the English editor, which are most prom¬ 
inent in the portions which relate to microscopical anatomy and 
development, Dr. R. J. Dunglison, who superintended the 
bringing out of this volume, has added the whole of Holden’s 
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Landmarks, which as a separate work was noticed in our April 
issue. This renders it, as a surgical anatomy, still more valua¬ 
ble than before, and is an addition that will be generally appre¬ 
ciated. 

The omission most to be regretted, in this and former editions, 
is in the descriptive anatomy of the central nervous system, 
more especially in the brain. The student to whom terms now 
every day met with in neurological literature, such as the in¬ 
ternal capsule, the lenticular nucleus, the claustrum, etc., etc., 
are new, will look in vain in this work for their definition. We 
trust that in future editions this will be looked to ; these terms 
are fairly naturalized in our language, and represent facts in the 
cerebral topography, that a text-book like the present one is de¬ 
plorably behind the times in ignoring. With this exception we 
can give the volume our best commendations as a text-book of 
descriptive anatomy. 

II. This is purely a surgical work, and therefore, one that 
hardly comes within the scope of this journal. It is, how¬ 
ever, an able treatise on a very important pathological condition, 
and written with the object of stating the eminent author’s 
views in regard to the nature, the treatment and the prognosis 
of what has been considered to be in many cases an incurable 
affection. He seems to make out some very good evidence that 
he has conferred a real benefit upon an unfortunately large class 
of suffering humanity, by improving the methods and prospects of 
their relief. A large part of the work is taken up with a fair 
statement of opposing views, which are ably disputed by the 
author. The typography and general appearance of the volume 
are very good; it is a valuable addition to surgical literature. 

III. The good words that have been spoken in the medical 
press of this country and Great Britain in regard to the earlier 
edition of Dr. Barnes’ work may be recalled by our readers. 
This second revised edition, of course, deserves all the com¬ 
mendation given to its predecessor, with the additional one that 
it appears to include all, or nearly all, the additions to our 
knowledge of its subject that have been made since the appear¬ 
ance of the first edition. The American references are, for an 
English work, especially full and appreciative, and we can 
cordially recommend the volume to American readers. 

IV. To those who are in search of pleasure and have to travel 
for it, and to a large class of persons to whom change of scene 
by a sea voyage is a desirable and available sanitary measure, 
this work will be a decided help. It gives in a pleasant style, 
and assisted by numerous attractive illustrations, accounts of a 
number of insular resorts for health or pleasure, and of some of 
which similar descriptions can hardly be found elsewhere. The 
descriptions include such widely separated localities as Cape 
Breton and the Isle of Wight, the Bahamas and Canaries. An 
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appendix at the close tells how to reach these islands, with 
also some account of their climatic and sanitary peculiarities. 
The book is elegantly gotten up. 

V. Besides the usual annual report and statistical tables, 
this volume, like the preceding ones, contains several papers on 
medical subjects, contributed by officers of the Marine Hospital 
service. The first and longest of these is by Dr. Oscar Oldberg, 
chief clerk and medical purveyor of the service, on the adoption 
of the metric system of weights and measures for medical and 
pharmacal purposes, to which are appended comparative and 
posological tables which will be of service to those who do not 
at once apprehend the rules here given for the conversion of the 
English into the metric scale. Dr. Bailhaehe’s article on the 
physical examination of seamen, calls attention to a very notable 
evil, but we doubt whether his recommendations will be easy to 
put in practice. The papers on yellow fever are apropos to the 
present time; but they give evidence of considerable differences 
in opinion between the medical officers who wrote them, as to 
the origin of the disease. Altogether, the report increases our 
already well-founded confidence in the scientific and professional 
ability of the present management of the Marirfc Hospital service. 

VI. This work maintains fully the promise of its first number, 
and we can only repeat here our commendation given when 
noticing its first appearance. We know of no work of its class 
that excels it in appearance or general excellence. Each number 
contains four excellent lithographs of illustrative cases of skin 
disorders, with explanatory text—those in parts III. and IV. 
representing eczema (squamosum), syphiloderma (erythema- 
tosum), purpura (simplex), syphiloderma (papnlosum and pustu- 
losum), vitiligo, alopecia areata, tinea favosa, and eczema rubrum. 
As we said in our former notice, this work is a convenient clinic, 
always available to its possessor, and well worth the price to 
every general practitioner. 

VII. This well known and permanently favorite text book 
appears again in a new and enlarged edition. We notice a 
change in the title, which, considering the size of the present 
edition, seems to us well made; the work is now a manual of 
chemistry, not of elementary chemistry as was formerly stated 
to be the case. As a complete and yet convenient manual for 
the medical student and practitioner, we know of none better. 
It will worthily retain the place it has so long held in the favor 
of the profession. 



